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Netball Bylaws 
 

The following by–laws are the rules governing the league’s Senior & Junior Netball Competition and shall be read in 
conjunction with the league’s general by–laws 
 

70.  Playing Rules 
 
70.1​ All matches shall be played under the All World Netball Association Official Rule Book, 

except in such cases and conditions where the by–laws hereby adopted are superseded by the 
league’s by–laws. 

70.2           All Matches will be played under the rolling Sub rule. 
 
 

71.  Netball Coordinator 
 
71.1​ Each club shall appoint a netball coordinator/s. 
71.2           Any club that does not appoint a netball coordinator will incur a fine set at the discretion of 

                                       the HFNL Executive. 
71.3​ The netball coordinator/s must have a working with children check and a copy of this must be 

      supplied to their club prior to the start of the current season. 
71.4​ Any netball coordinator that does not have a working with children check and/or has failed to  

    supply their club with a copy, the Club shall incur a fine set at the discretion of the HFNL  
    Executive. 

 
72.  Player Registrations 
 
72.1​ All players shall be registered with Netball Victoria and Play HQ. 
72.2​ Each player must provide relevant details when registering on the Netball Victoria Netball  

      Connect and Play HQ systems and be registered on the Netball Victoria database with their 
club prior to the start of the current season. 

72.3​ Should a player after the first match of the current season wish to play and has not provided  
the league registration information and been registered on Netball Victoria database with their 
club, this information must be completed and lodged with the club’s match day results as per 
by–law 96 

 
73.  Players 
 
73.1​ Players age is determined as at 31st of December of that year. 
73.2​ Any player registered with their club may play in Open, Div 1, Div 2 or Div 3 
73.3​ Any player registered with their club may play in 17 & Under Netball, 17 &Under​  

    Reserves Netball, 15 & Under Netball, 15 & Under Reserves Netball, 13 & Under 
                   Netball or 13 & Under Reserves Netball depending on their age. 
 
74.  Player Clearances 
 
74.1​ A clearance is required if a player wishes to transfer to another club during the current season. 
74.2​ No player will be granted more than one (1) clearance per season. 
74.3​ A clearance will not be granted after round nine (9) unless extenuating circumstances exist. 
74.4 ​  A player must have received notification in writing from the League before playing for a new  

Club. 
74.5​ A player must complete a League clearance form and submit this to the league. 
74.6​ The League will then forward the clearance request to the existing Club for approval. 
74.7​ The existing club has 7 working days to complete the clearance or the HFNL will  
                   automatically clear the player to the new club. 
74.8​ If the club refuses to clear the player (refer conditions of clearance) the League will write to  
                   the player advising the reason why and forward a copy to both clubs. The player has a right to      

appeal to the HFNL tribunal within 10 working days. 
74.9​ The existing Club must advise the HFNL when clearance is approved. 
74.10​ The player will then receive a letter advising that the clearance has been approved and a copy  
                   is forwarded to both clubs. 
74.11​ Best and Fairest votes will transfer with the player should they remain in the league. 
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75.  Coach Registrations 
 
75.1 ​ All Coaches must be registered with PlayHQ and Netball Victoria. 
75.2 ​ Each coach must be registered on the PlayHQ database with their club prior to the 
                   start of the current season. 
75.3 ​ The club of any unregistered coach will incur a fine set at the discretion of the HFNL 
                   Executive 

 
76.  Coaches 
 
76.1​  All coaches registered with the league coaching Senior or Junior Competitions must 
                   have completed the Netball Victoria foundation coaching course prior to the start of 
                   the current season or have written permission from the league. 
76.2​  All coaches registered with the league coaching Open Netball must have completed or 
                   be working towards the Netball Victoria Development coaching course prior to the 

      start of the current season or have written permission from the league. If not completed, clubs        
may incur a fine set at the discretion of the HFNL Executive. 

76.3 ​ All coaches registered with the league coaching Senior or Junior Competitions must 
                  attend any rules discussion sessions as nominated by the league. If they do not, the club 
                  will incur a fine set at the discretion of the HFNL Executive. 
76.4 ​ All coaches must have a working with children check and a copy of this must be 
                   supplied to the club prior to the start of the current season. Any Club of coaches 
                   that don’t have a working with children check and/or has failed to supply the league 
                   with a copy, will incur a fine set at the discretion of the HFNL Executive 

 
77.  Team Managers 
 
77.1 ​ All team managers in Senior or Junior Competitions on match day shall wear 
                   an armband stating team manager as supplied by the league. All team managers on 
                  match day who do not wear an armband stating team manager, as supplied by the 
                  league, the club will incur a fine set at the discretion of the HFNL Executive. 
77.2           Team managers must have a working with children check and a copy of this 
                  must be supplied to the club prior to the start of the current season. 
 
78.  Primary Carer 
 
78.1 ​ All primary carers in Senior or Junior Competitions on match day shall wear an 
                   armband stating primary carer as supplied by the league. All primary carers on match 
                   day who do not wear an armband stating primary carer, as supplied by the league, the 
                   club will incur a fine set at the discretion of the HFNL Executive 
78.2 ​ Primary carers must have a working with children check and a copy of this must be 
                   supplied to the league prior to the start of the current season. 
78.3 ​ Home clubs shall ensure that ice is available courtside. 

 
79. Court Supervisors 
 
79.1​ Each club shall appoint a Court Supervisor on Match Day 
79.2​ The court Supervisor must register with PlayHQ/ Netball Victoria prior to the 
                   commencement of the season. 
79.3​ The court Supervisor must wear the supplied HFNL Court Supervisor vest. 
79.4​ The court supervisor will be responsible for removing any bench Officials, bench 
                   Players and/or spectators from the playing arena in Consultation with the Umpires heard  
                   criticising the umpires or encouraging unfair play. 
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80.​Umpire Registrations 
 
80.1 ​ All umpires shall be registered with Netball Victoria/PlayHQ prior to season 
                   commencing. 
80.2 ​ Any unregistered umpire shall incur a fine set at the discretion of the HFNL 
                   Executive. 

 
81.  Club Umpires 
 
81.1​  The league shall be responsible for the overall development of umpires and clubs 
                    shall be responsible for testing and badging of umpires throughout each season. 
81.2 ​ All Club Umpires registered with the League umpiring Senior and Junior 

             Competitions must have successfully completed a Section 1 Theory Exam within the 
      last 4 years. 

81.3 ​ Clubs shall supply one umpire, per grade, every round, unless a panel umpire is 
                   provided. 
81.4​ Club umpires shall be paid by their Club for Home and Away Matches and the 

             following rates are recommended payments:- 
 

81.4.1 ​ Open Netball $70 per match 
81.4.2 ​ Div 1 Netball $50 per match 
81.4.3 ​ Div 2 Netball $40 per match 
81.4.4 ​ Div 3 Netball $40 per match 
81.4.5 ​ 17/U Netball $40 per match 
81.4.6 ​ 17/UR Netball $ 35 per match 
81.4.7 ​ 15/U and 15/UR Netball $30 per match 
81.4.8 ​ 13/U and 13/UR Netball $30 per match 
 
 
82. HFNL Umpires Panel 

 
82.1 ​ The league shall appoint Panel Umpires to an Open Match if available. 
82.2 ​ All Panel Umpires registered must hold a B Badge accreditation, unless they 
                   have permission from the League Executive. 
82.3​ Panel Umpires shall be paid $70 per Open match and travel. Travel will be determined by  
                   distance travelled. Games within a 30km radius of their home base will not receive travel      

money, games within a radius of 31km and 70km will receive $20 travel money and games   
over 70km will receive $30 travel money. Travel is only paid for one way. 

        82.4 ​ Panel Umpires shall be paid by the clubs directly. 
 
 
83.  Finals Umpires 
 
83.1 ​ The league shall appoint all Finals Umpires 
83.2 ​ All Umpires shall be paid at the following rates during the League’s finals 

                                        series. Any adjustments to what is stated below will be at the League’s discretion. 
83.2.1 ​ Open Netball $80 per match 
83.2.2 ​ Div 1 Netball $55 per match 
83.2.3 ​ Div 2 Netball $55 per match 
83.2.4 ​ Div 3 Netball $50 per match 
83.2.5 ​ 17 & Under $55 per match 
83.3.6​ 17 & Reserves $40 per match 
83.2.6 ​ 15 & Under & Reserves $35 per match 
83.2.7 ​ 13 & Under & Reserves $35 per match 
83.2.9 ​ Emergency $20 per match 
83.2.10 ​ Travel $0.70 per km return trip. If you are Umpiring a final and are 

already attending the finals day for another purpose, travel is only paid one way. 
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84.  Umpire Mentoring 
 
84.1​ The league will provide mentors at the request of clubs. Costs to be negotiated. 

 
85.  Umpire Testing 
 
85.1 ​ Umpires cannot be substituted during a match, the exception being where an umpire is 
                   injured. 
85.2 ​ Clubs must lodge an application for testing two (2) weeks prior to the date of testing 
                   and must be lodged to the league administrator or Leagues Umpire Delegate by the 
                   club umpire coordinator/s. Clubs can lodge an application for testing earlier than 2 
                   weeks prior to the required date but will need to be approved by the Leagues Umpire 
                   Delegate. 
85.3 ​ No testing of umpires shall be carried out after round 15 of the current season. 
85.4​ The club shall incur the costs of the testers plus travel as per Netball Victoria rates. 
 
 
86.  Netballs 
 
86.1 ​ The league shall supply one white Gilbert netball per grade per club, plus one spare 
                  for the season. The club shall incur the cost of all match balls provided for home and 

away matches.Clubs who do not use the correct approved league sponsor logo balls as stated   
by the league shall incur a fine set at the discretion of the HFNL Executive. 

86.2           The league shall supply Gilbert netballs for all finals matches. 
 

 
87. Player Dress Code 
 
87.1​  Each club shall register its playing uniform prior to 28 th of February of the current season 
87.2 ​ The league must approve all uniform colours and designs as per by–laws 5.1 
87.3 ​ Clubs must notify in writing any proposed changes to their uniform prior to 15 th of 
                   February of the current season. 
87.4 ​ The league must approve all changes to the club;s uniform. 
87.5 ​ All players are to be in the approved uniform by the first match of the season. Should 
                  approved uniforms not be ready, approval from the league must be given for an 

agreed interim uniform. The club of any players who are not in the approved uniform by the           
first match of the season and have not received approval from the league for an 
agreed interim uniform shall incur a fine set at the discretion of the HFNL Executive. 

87.6 ​ One logo is permitted on the front bottom of the players dress and must not exceed 
                  10cm x 6cm. 
87.7 ​ One logo is permitted above the positional bib on the back of the players dress and 
                  must not exceed 10cm x 6cm. 
87.8 ​ Should a club require additional logos on the front or back of the players; dress, a 
                  request must be lodged with the league administrator to be determined by the 
                  executive. 
87.9 ​ No bikini pants, see through pants, slacks, bike pants or tracksuit pants are permitted 
87.10​ The club of any player wearing any item as set in by-law 85.9 will incur a fine set at 
                   the discretion of the HFNL Executive. 
87.11 ​ All umpires shall ensure that players:- 
87.11.1       wearing no jewellery (wedding rings or medical alert bracelet may be taped), 
87.11.2 ​ Fingernails are short and smooth as required, 
87.11.3​ not wearing gloves. 
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88.  Club Umpire Dress Code 
 
88.1 ​ Each club umpire shall be dressed appropriately in umpire’s attire as follows:- 
88.1.1 ​ HFNL Official Umpire Shirt 
88.1.2 ​ White skirt or shorts or Black skirt or shorts. No Leggings or track pants are 
                   to be worn. 
88.1.3 ​ Correct sports shoes; 
88.1.4 ​ White Jumper or white/clear rain jacket is permitted. The club of any club umpire not  
                   adhering to by–law 88.1 shall incur a fine set at the discretion of the HFNL Executive. 
 
89.  Match Times Saturday 
 
89.1​ Match times shall be as follows for day matches including first and second week of finals 
 
89.1.1    13 & Under Netball ​ ​ ​ ​ 10.30 am 
89.1.2    13 & Under Reserves Netball ​ ​ ​   9.30 am 
89.1.3    15 & Under Netball ​ ​ ​ ​   9.30 am 
89.1.4    15 & Under Reserves Netball ​ ​ ​ 11.30 am 
89.1.5    17 & Under Netball ​ ​ ​ ​ 10.30 am 
89.1.6    17 & Under Reserves Netball​ ​ ​ 12.30 pm 
89.1.7    Div 3 Netball ​ ​ ​ ​ ​   1.30 pm 
89.1.8    Div 2 Netball ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 11.30 am 
89.1.9    Div 1 Netball ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 12.35 pm 
89.1.10  Open Netball ​ ​ ​ ​ ​   1.45 pm 
89.1.11  Development​ ​ ​ ​ ​   8.45 am 

 
89.2 Match times shall be as follows for night matches or as decided by Clubs with League ​
​    approval. 

 
89.2.1    13 & Under Netball​ ​ ​ ​ 3.00 pm 
89.2.2    13 & Under reserves ​ ​ ​ ​ 2.00 pm 
89.2.3    15 & Under Netball ​ ​ ​ ​ 2.00 pm 
89.2.4    15 & Under Res Netball ​ ​ ​ ​ 4.00 pm 
89.2.5    17 & Under Netball ​ ​ ​ ​ 3.00 pm 
 
89.2.6    17 & Under Res Netball ​ ​ ​ ​ 6.00 pm 
89.2.7    Div 3 Netball ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 5.00 pm 
89.2.8    Div 2 Netball ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 4.00 pm 
89.2.9    Div 1 Netball ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 5.00 pm 
89.2.10  Open Netball ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 6.25 pm 
89.2.11  Development ​ ​ `​ ​ ​ 1.15 pm 

 
89.3​ Match times, venues and order of matches for Preliminary and Grand Final shall be at the ​

​ ​ ​ discretion of the HFNL Executive 
89.4​ Any team who forfeits, the opposing team shall receive four (4) premiership points and ​  
​ ​ percentage shall be worked out as fifteen (15) goals to nil and the opposing team will be ​  
​ ​ permitted to lodge a team sheet. 
89.5​ Players who umpire must be given time to change between games but must do so ​  
​ ​ as efficiently as possible. 
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​ 90.  Match Intervals 
 
90.1         Match intervals for Saturday shall be as follows:- 
 
90.1.1      Development Netball​ ​  ​ 4 x 8 minute quarters with breaks 2, 2, 2 
90.1.2      13 & Under Netball ​ ​  ​ 4 x 10 minute quarters with breaks 2, 3, 2 
90.1.3      13 & Under Reserves Netball ​ ​ 4 x 10 minute quarters with breaks 2, 3, 2 
90.1.4      15 & Under Netball ​ ​ ​ 4 x 10 minute quarters with breaks 2, 3, 2 
90.1.5      15 & Under Reserves Netball ​ ​ 4 x 10 minute quarters with breaks 2, 3, 2 
90.1.6      17 & Under Reserves Netball ​ ​ 4 x 10 minute quarters with breaks 2, 3, 2 
90.1.7      17 & Under Netball ​ ​ ​ 4 x 12 minute quarters with breaks 2, 3, 2 
90.1.8      Div 3 Netball ​ ​ ​ ​ 4 x 12 minute quarters with breaks 2, 3, 2. 
90.1.9      Div 2 Netball ​ ​ ​ ​ 4 x 12 minute quarters with breaks 2, 3, 2. 
90.1.10    Div 1 Netball ​ ​ ​ ​ 4 x 12 minute quarters with breaks 2, 3, 2. 
90.1.11    Open Netball ​ ​ ​ ​ 4 x 15 minute quarters with breaks 3, 5, 3. 
 

 
91. Playing Conditions 
 
91.1​ If during a match, conditions (weather, court or equipment) change, making playing             

conditions dangerous, the umpires shall consult and in conjunction with the league decide  
the outcome. The league Administrator is to determine whether the match should be 
relocated, delayed or cancelled. 

91.2​ Play in any match, delayed due to weather, is to commence or resume upon the direction of 
the umpires. Any team which fails to take the court when so directed will be declared as 
forfeiting the match and the club shall incur a fine set at the discretion of the HFNL 
Executive. 

91.3​ Should a match be abandoned due to dangerous conditions before half time, a draw will be 
awarded and percentage shall be worked out as twenty (20) goals all and each team will be 
permitted to lodge a team sheet. 

91.4​ Should a match be abandoned due to dangerous conditions after half time the score will 
stand. 

 
 

92.  Scoring and Timekeepers 
 
92.1  ​ Each home team must provide a non participating scorer for all matches.  Should a home 
​ team not supply a non participating scorer for all matches, the Club shall incur a fine set at 
​ the discretion of the HFNL Executive. 
92.2  ​ Each away team must provide a non participating time keeper for all matches.  Should an 
​ away team not supply a non participating time keeper for all matches, the Club shall incur a 
​ fine set at the discretion of the HFNL Executive. 
92.3  ​ Each home team must provide a scoreboard and non participating scoreboard attendant for 
​ all home matches.  Should a team not supply a scoreboard and non participating scoreboard 
​ attendant for all home matches the club shall incur a fine set at the discretion of the HFNL 
​ Executive. 
92.4 ​ Home Clubs shall supply the official league scoresheet. 
92.5 ​ The home team scorer is to record on the official league scoresheet. The away team's ​
​ timekeeper is to act as a check scorer and timekeeper and they must sit together for the ​
​ duration of the match. 
92.6 ​ The official scoresheet and timing device must, at all times, be placed in full view of both the 
​ scorer and the timekeeper for the duration of the match. 
92.7 ​ Scorers and Timekeepers must be at least 14 years of age. The club of any scorer and/or ​
​ timekeeper under 14 years of age shall incur a fine set at the discretion of the HFNL  
​ Executive. 
92.8 ​ The official league scoresheet shall list all players names (both given and surname) intending 
​ to take the court prior to the commencement of the match and shall not be added to, during 
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​ the duration of the match.  Should the league scoresheet not list all player names (both given 
​ and surname) intending to take the court, prior to the commencement of the match, the  
​ players not listed cannot take the court or must leave the court immediately.  The players 
​ club shall incur a fine set at the discretion of the HFNL Executive. 
92.9 ​ The League official score sheet shall include any goals scored during the match and the final 
​ match score.  Should the League official score sheet not include the goals scored during the 
​ match or the final match score the Club shall incur a fine set at the discretion of the HFNL 
​ Executive. 
92.10 ​ The League official Position Tracking Form shall list all players first and last names and 
​ their starting positions.  All rolling substitution positional changes made during the match are 
​ to be recorded on the “Position Tracking Form”.  Should the League official Position ​  
​ Tracking From not list all the players first and last names and their starting positions or all 
​ positional changes made with rolling substitutions, the Club shall incur a fine set at the ​  
​ discretion of the HFNL Executive. 

 
92.10.1​ At the end of the match to indicate their satisfaction that the information on the league 

official position tracking form is accurate and correct it is to be signed by the following:- 
 
92.10.2 ​ The captain of each competing team; 
 
92.10.3​ The Team Manager 
 

​ 92.11 ​ At the game conclusion, to indicate their satisfaction that the information on the official ​   
​ ​ scoresheet is correct, the official scoresheet is to be signed by:  

 
92.11.1  ​ The captains of both competing teams' names must be printed and signed.  
 
92.11.2  ​ The scorers' names must be printed and signed.  
 
92.11.3  ​ The officiating umpires only sign the score sheet to state they have officiated that game. ​
​ Names must be printed and signed. 
 
92.12  ​ If a scorer, team or club believes the score sheet is incorrect, they must not sign it and follow 
​ the grievance procedures to protest. 
 
92.12.1  ​ A team wishing to protest must:  
 
92.12.2 ​  Not sign the official scoresheet and notify the Club Netball Coordinator and HFNL ​
​ Administrator of the intention to protest.  
 
92.12.3  ​ Lodge the protest in writing with the HFNL Administrator within 48 hours of the game ​
​ completion. 
 
92.12.2  ​ The HFNL will then discuss the issue with the relevant Club or Teams and make a decision 
​ regarding the matter. If available, the HFNL may use verified video evidence to confirm the 
​ result. 
 
92.12.3 ​ The HFNL Administrator will advise the result of the protest, and this decision shall be final.  
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93. Live Scoring 
 
93.1​ All Open Netball games must have scores entered live in real time on Play HQ. 
93.2​ All other senior division and junior division matches are all required to be live scored at a 

minimum of quarter by quarter. 
93.3​ At the completion of each match scores must be correct. 
93.4​ Should you have connectivity issues with the Internet, please alert the League Administrator 

ASAP. 
93.5​ Clubs that do not comply with Live Scoring will incur a fine from the HFNL Executive. 
 
94.  Rolling Substitution (all grades) 
 
94.1​ A team representative must hand the scoring bench a rolling substitution form to advise of a 
​ change to be made. 
94.2​ The rolling substitution stands at the designated area. 
94.3​ Before leaving the designated area, the substitute tags (with hands) the player leaving the 
​ court. 
94.4​ Only one (1) rolling substitute per team can be made at a time. 
94.5​ Play is not to be held up for rolling substitutions. If play is delayed, the player will be ​  

​ penalised under Rule 19.2. Delaying play. 
94.6​ Players must observe the offside rules as they enter/leave the court. Sanction: Free pass ​  

​ where the infringement occurred (offside area) unless this places the non-infringing 
​ team at a disadvantage, or advantage is applied. 

94.7​ Players must not interfere with the umpire’s movement during the substitution. Sanction:  
​ Free pass where the ball was when play was stopped (advantage may be applied). 

94.8​ If a player leaves the court as a rolling substitution, and there is no player in the designated  
​ area, the replacement player is treated as a late player (as per Rule 3.8) and must wait until a 
​ break in play to enter the court. 

94.9​ Any late player may, after advising the umpire, take the court in the vacant position/s at the  
​ next break in play. Action: Any late player is sent from the court until the correct time for  
​ entry and possession is awarded to the opposing team where the ball was when play stopped. 
 

​ ​ 95.  Scoring and Timekeepers in Finals 
 

95.1​ The following format will be used in relation to club requirements for finals 
 

95.1.1​ Finals Week 1 
​ Qualifying Final (Team 2 v Team 3) Scorer, Timekeeper and scoreboard attendants supplied 

​ by Team 6.   
​ Elimination Final (Team 4 v Team 5) Scorer, Time keeper and scoreboard attendant supplied 

​ by Team 7. 
95.1.2​ Finals Week 2 

​ 2nd Semi Final (Team 1 v Qualifying Final winner) Scorer, Timekeeper and scoreboard ​
​ attendant supplied by Team 8.   
​ 1st Semi Final (Elimination Final winner v Qualifying Final loser) Scorer, Timekeeper and 
​ scoreboard attendant supplied by loser of Elimination Final. 

95.1.3​ Finals Week 3 
Preliminary Final (2nd Semi Final loser v 1st Semi Final winner) Scorer, Timekeeper and ​
scoreboard attendant supplied by loser of 1st Semi Final. 

95.1.4​ Finals Week 4 
Grand Final (2nd Semi Final winner v Preliminary Final winner) Scorer, Timekeeper and two 
scoreboard attendants supplied by the loser of Preliminary Final. 
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96.  Match Day Results 
 
96.1​ The home club is responsible for entering each match result into Play HQ on the day of the  

​ match by 4.00 pm or 8.00 pm for night matches. 
96.2​ Match result information shall include:- 
96.2.1​ Quarter by quarter scores and final score (on league media scoresheet as provided by the 

​ league); 
96.2.2​ Best players 1 to 3; 
96.2.3​ Successful goals scored per player; 
96.2.4​ Most valuable player votes 3 to 1 (Open Netball only); 
96.3​ It is the responsibility of the home club to ensure that all match day results are entered ​

​ accurately. 
96.4​ It is the responsibility of the home club to ensure that all match day paperwork be sealed in 

​ the league match day envelope and delivered to the league’s office by 4pm on the ​
​ Wednesday following the match and must include 

96.4.1​ official league scoresheet 
96.4.2​ quarter by quarter scores and final score (league media scoresheet as provided by the league) 
96.4.3​ signed current season Howden Insurance Netball Australian Match Day Checklist 
96.4.4​ best and fairest vote cards 
96.4.5​ most valuable player vote cards (Open Netball only) 
96.4.6 ​ Rolling Substitution Tracking Form 
96.4.7​ Rolling Substitution Forms 
 

​ 97.  Rescheduled Matches 
 
97.1​ Starting times of home and away matches can only be changed with the consent of the league 
​ who shall have the consent of both clubs. If approval is not given, match times as per by–law 
​ 90 shall be adhered to. 
97.2​ Clubs must request a change to starting times of home and away matches in writing to the 
​ league Administrator two (2) weeks prior to the match or matches taking place. 
 
98.  Player Qualification  
 
98.1​ Any player registered with their club must take the court in six (6) games in 
​ the senior competition to be eligible to play senior finals. In the event a player plays 
​ multiple games in a home/away round, the player will be only accredited with one (1) 
​ game, that of the higher grade. 
 
98.2​ After round ten, any Senior Competition Netball player who plays more than 
​ three (3) games in a combined higher grade is not eligible for a lower grade unless 
​ an application is made to the league in writing. If the League grants permission, the 
​ player must then remain in the lower grade for the rest of the season including finals. 
 
98.3 ​ Once a player has taken the court in four (4) games in a specific senior 
​ division, they are ineligible to play in a division two grades lower ie. – Open (Division 
​ 2 and Division 3) & Division 1 (Division 3). This applies to senior grades only. 
 

​        98.4 ​ Any player registered with their club must take the court in six (6) 
​ games/rounds in the junior competition to be eligible to play junior finals. To be 
​ eligible to play Senior Competition finals, junior players must have played a minimum 
​ of 4 games in a specific senior competition. Open is exempt from this restriction, e.g. 
​ Junior players need to play four game (4) in Division 2 (with their club) to be eligible 
​ to finals in Division 2. By-law 98.2 will be implied for junior players participating in 
​ senior competitions. 
 

​        98.5 ​ After round ten, any junior player who plays more than three (3) games in 
​ combined higher junior age grades is not eligible for a lower age grade unless they 
​ apply to the league in writing. If the league grants permission, the player must then 
​ remain in the lower grade for the rest of the season including finals. 
 

​        98.6 ​ Finals do not count as tallied games 
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98.7 ​ Clubs must complete a HFNL exemption request for to seek any exemptions 
​ to any by-laws in this document. 
 

​       99.  Finals 
 

99.1 ​ Any player registered with their club who plays in the Junior Competition is permitted to 
​ play the following in finals - Junior players can play 2 games- 1 junior and 1 senior per ​
​ weekend in finals provided the player has complied with by – law 98.4 & 98.5. Any breach 
​ of this will result in the club incurring a fine set at the discretion of the HFNL Executive and 
​ the loss game in which the breach occurred. 

 
99.2​ The club of any player registered with that club who plays in the Senior Competition who 

​ plays in more than one final per finals weekend, the club shall incur a fine set at the  
​ ​ discretion of the HFNL Executive and loss of the second finals game. 
 
99.3​ In the event of a drawn match in any finals match including the Grand Final, the following 

​ ​ shall apply to drawn games, refer to rule 2.5 of the Official Rules of Netball for the  
​ ​ procedure for extra time where a winner is required. The duration of extra time shall be  
​ ​ based on the length of the quarters: 
 
99.3.1​ 10-minute quarters will play 2 x 5-minute halves 13 & U, 13 & U reserves, 15 & U, 15 & U 

​ Reserves, 17 & Under Reserves, 
 
99.3.2​ 12-minute quarters will play 2 x 6-minute halves. 17 & U, Div 1, Div 2 and Div 3 
 
99.3.3 ​ 15-minute quarters will play 2 x 7-minute halves.  Open 
 
99.4​ In the event of a drawn match in any finals match including the Grand Final, the following 

​ shall apply for 13 & Under, 13 & Under Reserves, 15 & Under, 15 & Under Reserves, 17 & 
​ Under, 17 & Under Reserves, Open, Div 1, Div 2 and Div 3 Netball. 

 
99.4.1​ The teams change ends following a break of no more than five (5) minutes. 
 
99.4.2      ​    Extra time as per by-law 99.3 shall be played with a one-minute break during the change of 

​ ​ ​    ends. 
 
99.4.3 ​  If at the end of the second extra time scores are still level, a visual sign is held up at the  
​  The scorer's bench to indicate play will continue until one team leads by two goals. 
 
 

​       100.  League Representative Teams 
 
100.1​ The league shall participate in the Netball Victoria Association Championships 
100.2​ The league shall appoint representative team coaches for a period of one (1) year for each  

team participating in by–law 100.1 and shall advertise the positions as required upon the   
completion of each one (1) year period.  

101.3​ The league shall appoint representative team coaches upon a final recommendation to the  
league’s executive. 

 
101.  Codes of Behaviour 

 
101.1​ All players, coaches, umpires, netball coordinator/s, umpire coordinator/s, parents and 
spectators shall comply with Netball Victoria Codes of Behaviour and the Victorian Code of Conduct for 
Community Sport. Should any players, coaches, umpires, netball coordinator/s, umpire coordinator/s, 
parents and spectators fail to comply with Netball Victoria Codes of Behaviour and also the Victorian 
Code of Conduct for Community Sport the matter will be referred to the league’s hearing officer. 
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102.  Hearing Officer 
 
102.1​ The league shall appoint a hearing officer for a period of one (1) year and shall advertise the  

positions as required upon the completion of each one (1) year period. 
102.2​ The Hearing Officer shall have such duties as outlined in the Netball Victoria competition  

regulation. 
 

103.  Protests 
 
103.1​  A team wishing to protest a scoring issue must:- 
103.1.1       Not sign the official league scoresheet; 
103.1.2       Lodge the protest in writing with the league by 4.00 pm on the first working day following  

 the match. 
103.2​ The league shall advise in writing of the protest result by 4.00 pm on the third working day  

following the lodgement of the protest. 
 

104.  Appeals 
 
104.1​ A club shall have the right to appeal within 48 hours of notification of the result of the protest  

and must do so in writing to the league. 
104.2​ If a club wishes to appeal to the league Administrator, a cheque for $500 should accompany  

by-law 105.1 in which:- 
104.2.1​ $250 shall be returned to the club should the appeal be upheld; 
104.2.2​ up to $250 shall be returned to the club if the appeal is dismissed (at the discretion of the  

league Administrator); 
104.2.3​ up to $250 shall be returned to the club if the appeal is not heard (at the discretion of the  

league Administrator). 
104.3​ The appeal notification shall then be forwarded to the league hearing officer who will decide  

 if the appeal will be heard. 
104.4​ The club shall then be notified in writing if the appeal will/will not be heard. 
104.5​ The Hearing Officer’s decision shall be final. 

 
105.  Goal Post Padding 
 
105.1​ All netball goal posts must be padded prior to the start of the first match of the competition  

day. 
105.2​ All netball goal posts padding shall be a minimum of 3m high x 23cm wide. Failure to  

provide padding as required shall incur a fine set at the discretion of the HFNL Executive. 
 

      106.  Photography/Video Footage 
 
106.1​ Any junior player may be photographed or video unless they inform the League that this is not 

 permitted. 
 

     107.  Best and Fairest Awards 
 
107.1​ Open Netball Best & Fairest Medal 
 
107.1.1 ​ An award known as the “Dot Jenkins Open Medal” shall be made each year to the best and  

fairest player or players in the Open Netball competition. 
107.1.2 ​ Voting for such award shall be made by the umpires officiating each Open netball competition  

match. 
107.1.3 ​ The umpires officiating in each Open netball competition match shall, at the conclusion of the  

match, select three (3) best and fairest players in the match 
107.1.4 ​ The three nominations shall then be awarded either three (3) votes, two (2) votes or one (1)  

vote on an official league vote card provided by the home club. 
107.1.5 ​ The card is then placed in a sealed envelope and returned to the home club. 
107.1.6 ​ At the end of the home & away season the league shall tally all votes from each match. 
107.1.7 ​ The player or players with the most votes shall be awarded the medal. In the case of two or  

more players receiving equal votes, joint winners shall be declared and separate medals shall    
be awarded to each player. 
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107.1.8 ​ The player or players who receive the second most votes shall be awarded the runners up  
medal. 
 

        107.2​ Division 1 Netball Best & Fairest 
 
107.2.1 ​ An award known as the “Tracey Baker Division 1 Medal” shall be made each year to the best  

and fairest player or players in the Div 1 netball competition. 
107.2.2 ​ Rules in relation to the Best and Fairest award shall be identical to by–law 107.1 
 
107.3​ Division 2 Netball Best & Fairest 
 
107.3.1 ​ An award known as the “Division 2 Netball Best & Fairest” shall be made each year to the  

best and fairest player or players in the Div 2 netball competition. 
107.3.2 ​ Rules in relation to the Best and Fairest award shall be identical to by–law 107.1 
 
107.4     ​ Division 3 Netball Best & Fairest 
 
107.4.1 ​ An award known as the “Division 3 Simone Moloney Memorial Medal Netball Best &  

Fairest” shall be made each year to the best and fairest player or players in the Div 3 netball  
competition. 

107.4.2 ​ Rules in relation to the Best and Fairest award shall be identical to by–law 107.1 
 
107.5​ 17 & Under Netball Best & Fairest 
 
107.5.1​  An award known as the “17 & Under Rebekah Moroney Memorial Medal Netball Best &  

Fairest” shall be made each year to the best and fairest player or players in the 17 & Under  
Netball competition. 

107.5.2 ​ Rules in relation to the Best and Fairest award shall be identical to by–law 107.1 
 
107.6    ​ 17 & Under Reserves Netball Best and Fairest 
 
107.6.1 ​ An award known as the “17 & Under Reserves Netball Best and Fairest” shall be made each  

year to the best and fairest player or players in the 17 & Under Reserves Netball competition. 
107.6.2​  Rules in relation to the Best and Fairest award shall be identical to by – law 107.1 
 

        107.7​ 15 & Under Netball Best & Fairest 
 
107.7.1  ​ An award known as the “15 & Under Netball Best & Fairest” shall be made each year to the 

 best and fairest player or players in the 15 & Under Netball competition. 
107.7.2  ​ Rules in relation to the Beat and Fairest award shall be identical to by – law 107.1 
 
107.8​ 15 & Under Reserves Netball“Mc Meel Medal” Netball Best and Fairest 
 
107.8.1  ​ An award known as the “McMeel Medal” shall be made each year to the best and fairest  

player or players in the 15 & Under Reserves Netball competition. 
107.8.2  ​ Rules in relation to the Best and Fairest award shall be identical to by–law 107.1 
 
107.9​ 13 & Under Netball Best & Fairest 
 
107.9.1 ​ An award known as the “13 & Under Netball Best & Fairest” shall be made each year to the  

best and fairest player or players in the 13 & Under Netball competition. 
107.9.2 ​ Rules in relation to the Best and Fairest award shall be identical to by–law 107.1 
 
107.10​ 13 & Under Reserves Netball Best & Fairest 
 
107.10.1 ​ An award known as the “13 & Under Reserves Netball Best & Fairest” shall be made each  

 year to the best and fairest player or players in the 13 & Under Reserves Netball competition. 
107.10.2 ​ Rules in relation to the Best and Fairest award shall be identical to by–law 107.1 
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108.  Most Valuable Player Award 
 
108.1​ An award known as the “Most Valuable Player” shall be made each year to the best player or  

players in the Open netball competition. 
108.2​ Voting for such award shall be made by the opposing coach participating in each Open netball  

competition match. 
108.3​ The opposing coach participating in each Open netball competition match shall at the  

 conclusion of the match selects three (3) best players in the match. 
108.4​ The three nominations shall then be awarded either three (3) votes, two (2) votes or one (1)  
​ ​ vote on an official league vote card provided by the home club. 
108.5​ The card is then handed to the home club and placed in a sealed envelope. 
108.6​ At the end of the home & away season, the league shall tally all votes from each match. 
108.7​ The player or players with the most votes shall be awarded the most valuable player award. 

In the case of two players receiving equal votes, joint winners shall be declared and separate      
awards shall be awarded to each player. 

 
109. Rising Star Award 
 
109.1    ​  An award known as the 'rising star' shall be made each year to the best under 21 player in the  

Open netball competition. 
109.2   ​  The player or players with the most combined votes from both the Open Grade best and      

 fairest and Most Valuable Player shall be awarded the rising star award. In the case of two   
players with the most votes, joint winners shall be declared and separate awards shall be 
awarded to each player. 

109.3​ Players can only win the award once. 
 
 

110. Goal Shooting Award 
 

        110.1    ​ An award known as the 'leading goal shooter' shall be made each year to the leading shooter                
                          in the Open Netball competition.  
 
        110.2​ the player or players with the most goals from the home and away season shall be awarded the        
                          leading goal shooter award. In the case of two players shooting the most goals, joint winners 
​ ​ shall be declared and separate awards shall be awarded to each player. 
 
       111.  Grand Final Awards 

 
111.1​ Presidents Medal 
An award known as the “Presidents Medal” shall be presented each year to the player judged by the 
umpires as Best on Court in the 13 & Under Netball Grand Final. 

 
111.2    Presidents Medal 
An award known as the “Presidents Medal” shall be presented each year to the player judged by the 
umpires as Best on Court in the 13 & Under Reserves Netball Grand Final. 
 
111.3 ​ Sarah Wall Medal: 
An award known as the “Sarah Wall Medal” shall be presented each year to the player judged by the  
umpires as Best on Court in the 15 & Under 1 Netball Grand Final.  
 
111.4 ​ Presidents Medal 
An award known as the “Presidents Medal” shall be presented each year to the player judged by the  
umpires as Best on Court in the 15 & Under Reserves Netball Grand Final. 
 

        111.5​ Lynne Everall Medal 
An award known as the “Lynne Everall Medal” shall be presented each year to the player judged by  
the umpires as Best on Court in the 17 & Under Netball Grand Final. 
 
111.6​ Presidents Medal 
An award known as the “Presidents Medal” shall be presented each year to the player judged by the  
umpires as Best on Court in the 17 & Under Reserves Netball Grand Final. 
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111.7 ​ Presidents Medal 
An award known as the “Presidents Medal” shall be presented each year to the player judged by the  
umpires as Best on Court in the Div 3 Netball Grand Final. 
 
111.8​  Presidents Medal 
An award known as the “Presidents Medal” shall be presented each year to the player judged by the  
umpires as Best on Court in the Div 2 Netball Grand Final. 
 
111.9 ​ Joanne Arundell Medal 
An award known as the “Joanne Arundell Medal” shall be presented each year to the player judged by  
the umpires as Best on Court in the Div 1 Netball Grand Final. 
 
111.10​  Peta Richardson Medal 
An award known as the “Peta Richardson Medal” shall be presented each year to the player judged by  
the umpires as Best on Court in the Open Netball Grand Final. 
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